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MAKING HODGE HILL THE BEST PLACE TO BE A
YOUNG PERSON IN BIRMINGHAM

A REPORT FROM THE HODGE HILL YOUTH CONFERENCE

BIRMINGHAM CITY FOOTBALL CLUB. 12™ MARCH 2005




Summary

This purpose of this report is to present the conclusions from the Hodge Hill Youth
Conference held at Birmingham City Football Club on 12" March 2005.

The conference was organised by Liam Byrne MP, was supported by members of the
District's new Young People’s theme group, and was designed to help kick start a
process for developing a strategy to make Hodge Hill District the best place in
Birmingham to be a young person by 2010.

Hodge Hill's young people like lots of things about where they live. But, overall they
are critical of the state of provision for them, and they are extremely concerned about
the same issues of a poor physical environment and crime as their parents.

Young people were clear about what they wanted to see in the future — indeed there
was a strong consensus about four conclusions, which can now be tested in further
work.

1. Better provision for football is needed especially outdoor facilities

2. There is strong interest in dance, drama and arts, learning new skills and
computers - and a need for supporting infrastructure

3. Local provision — during holidays — is the priority and young people seem
comfortable with provision based at schools

4. More information and dialogue is vital
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1. WHAT DO YOUNG PEOPLE THINK OF HODGE HILL?

Hodge Hill's young people like lots of things where they live. They like local shops,
feelings of a strong, diverse local community, local parks, Star City, and local
libraries. They like the quiet nature of many of our neighbourhoods and the easy
access to open space.

Many welcome too the efforts made to keep the community safe such police coming
into schools, Neighbourhood Watch schemes, police stations, and traffic calming.
And they welcome regeneration such as new houses being built where old houses
once stood.

But today, Hodge Hill's young people are overwhelmingly critical both of the degree
of support for things to do for them, and of the environment generally.

77% say that rate the availability of equipment or facilities as bad or very bad

69% rate the availability of coaching and support as bad or very bad

HOW DO YOU RATE THE AVAILABILITY OF FACILITIES AND COACHING?
Percentage answering (%)
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These failures are seen as problematic. 63% of people saying that the lack of
support and coaching is a problem or a big problem. 72% say lack of facilities
and equipment is a big problem.
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HOW BIG A PROBLEM IS LACK OF FACILITIES/ EQUIPMENT AND LACK OF SUPPORT/ COACHING?
Percentage Answering (%)
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In addition, young people are very concerned about environmental issues. In focus
groups and guestionnaire responses, young people were critical about many of the
same issues as their parents. Problems cited fell into seven categories;

The Environment
i. Litter on roads and pavements
ii. Rubbish dumped in the River Cole
iii. Rubbish put out for collection too early
iv. A lack of penalty notice enforcement for littering
v. No recycling facilities
vi. Street lamps ineffective

Anti-Social Behaviour
i. Vandalism e.g. bus stops, phone boxes
ii. Graffiti
iii. Gangs of youths intimidating people

Housing
i. Poor state of housing
ii. Derelict houses in need demolition

Traffic
i. Speeding cars
ii. Lack of parking spaces
iii. Traffic jams across the area
iv. A lack of crossing places
v. Car theft and burning
vi. Poor bus service

Drugs
i. Underage smoking amongst teenagers
ii. lllegal drug taking

Racism
I. Some children reported racial abuse as a problem in their area.

Shopping
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i. Poor local shopping opportunities

The texture of these problems varied slightly according to the area in which children
lived, and also by the age group of attendees.

In Alum Rock (AR) young people felt that crime was the biggest issue. High levels
of vandalism were reported. The absence of any facilities such as cyber cafes and
drop in centres was criticized and young people complained of a high level of
pollution and few recycling opportunities. Improvement points for Alum Rock
included;
- More CCTV cameras
Improvement of bus shelters
Improvement of Ward End Park
More bins around the community

In other parts of Washwood Heath (WH) drug dealing was felt to be the major
priority, with pollution (noise and litter) not far behind. Focus groups identified cleaner
roads, eradication of rats, and more flowers around the community as priorities for
the future.

Some also recognised that poor health is a problem for the residents of Washwood
Heath. Many reported problems with diabetes and heart disease in the Asian
population of the area and argued that more resources were needed to raise health
awareness in the area.

Other specific problems were felt to be:
The lack of a local leisure centre — the nearest one is the Cocksmoor Centre
in Kings Heath
The local bus service’s unpunctuality
High prices in Star City

In Ward End, gang culture was a major worry for many young people at the
conference as was a perception that the police were ‘lazy’ and did not react to
problems when they happen.

For young people in Shard End / Tile Cross (SETC) the chief concern was anti-
social behaviour including graffiti, gangs, and low level nuisance such as attacks on
local wildlife.

Pollution issues included litter, exhaust fumes from traffic, and noise pollution.
Different age groups also emphasised slightly different problems.

11-12 year olds felt that many facilities are too expensive to use on a
regular basis. The cost of activities is too great for parents to afford, and
many said they did not feel safe walking the streets to catch the bus to
school, and because of a fear of crime amongst parents many are not allowed
out to play. Problems like a lack of designated places to play football and a
lack of youth clubs were cited as were poor bus connections to get to school.
But even 11-12 year olds wanted the local environment cleaned up arguing
that bin bags should be replaced by wheelie bins and for tougher penalties for
people who fly-tip, specifically dumping old furniture
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12-13 year olds bemoaned the lack of things to do in the holidays and after
school. They wanted an A-Z of facilities that are currently available and also
expressed the concern that when there are activities put on, they are
expensive. When young people are given £3-4 pounds a week by their
parents, people felt this does not stretch very far when a single activity can
cost between £2-5.

14-16 year olds wanted more opportunities to develop new skills and try new
activities which balance the growing pressure they face at school to perform
in tests and examinations. A more exciting way of showing them the career
choices that are possible could be a way of addressing this. Some
complained about the treatment received from the local police, and said they
could be chased for hanging around on the streets, where they were forced to
go because of a lack of facilities elsewhere
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WHAT DO YOUNG PEOPLE WANT IN THE FUTURE?

Young people were clear about what they wanted to see in the future — indeed there
was a strong consensus about four conclusions, which can now be tested in further
work.

1. Better provision for football leads the list of priorities, especially better
facilities

2. There is strong interest in dance, drama and arts, learning new skills and
computers

3. Local provision — during holidays — is the priority and young people seem
comfortable with provision based at schools

4. More information and dialogue is vital

WHAT ARE YOUR PRIORITIES FOR BETTER FACILITIES?
Percentage Answering (%)
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WHAT ARE YOUR PRIORITIES FOR NEW SERVICES/ FACILITIES?
Percentage answering (%)

Football 32

Drama & Arts | 17

Learning new skills | 17
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1. Better provision for football tops the list of priorities

Football topped the list of interests cited by young people with 49% citing provision
for football as their top priority for provision of facilities and 32% citing football as their
top priority for enhanced levels of coaching and support.

In focus groups, young people cited three key reasons for their preference for football
including;

The people who help to organise the teams

Availability of (basic) pitches

Itis free

Particular examples of good practice were the Washwood Heath Youth Academy,
which was also commended for bringing people of different faiths together.

Key improvement priorities were three fold;
The state of the local parks - which often have glass on the pitches
Lack of floodlights
Lack of changing facilities

Moving forward, young people would like to see the improvement of facilities,
potentially using Football Foundation funding to improve current pitches. There are
also issues of availability, both in terms of a lack of organised girls or mixed teams; a
lack of professional referees; and a perceived lack of opportunities to impress skills
onto league club scouts.

Other sports that young people said they were interested in included badminton,
basketball, rugby, cricket, and rounders, all of which were felt to suffer
underinvestment in both facilities and coaching.

In the future young people would like to see;
- Better organisation of events, with more sports activities in schools with better
equipment
Greater information about events that are organised
A culture change in attitudes towards minority sports

/
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2. There is strong interest in dance, drama and arts, learning new skills and
computers

Young people at the conference also listed three other pursuits which attracted a
good deal of support;
- Dance, drama and arts attracted a combined score of 28% citing these
activities as the top priority
Learning new skills attracted 17%
Computers attracted 8%.

In our focus groups, young people elaborated on what appealed to them about these
activities today and what their priorities were for future provision;

Music, Arts and Drama

Young people at the conference said they often enjoyed music lessons in school,
relaxing to music, working together with other students on arts projects, participating
in drama and art at school and the after school-clubs already operating.

But, focus groups felt that it was impossible to develop some skills locally, such as
learning how to become a DJ and that there was nowhere young people could play
your music outside of school, or resources available to fund the purchase of
instruments, and that opportunities to take part in activities our of school were
insufficient.

Four desired improvements were listed;
1. The capability to start projects by themselves, not involving parents or
teachers, which were local to where they lived and adequately resourced
2. Auditions at which young people could show off their artistic talents
3. Arradio station operated solely by young people
4. More opportunities to meet up and talk about potential projects

Computers

Computers appealed to many as gateways to new interests. Young people said that
they liked using computers because they could design presentations for school work,
learn how to do new things, use computers faster than books to explore lots of
different subjects, and assist with research for homework.

Barriers cited included the cost of going online and the easy spread of viruses, and
priorities for the future were three-fold;
More interactive white boards and ICT classes, in and out of school
More creative use of digital projectors, for example for showing films after
school or in youth centres
Designated area in youth centres where you could go online and facilities
such as cyber-cafes for young people

In questionnaire responses, a number of young people also raised the issue of
mentoring. One respondent wanted to see the introduction of “more mentoring
courses for young people who want to become successful people e.g. C.S.T courses,
archaeology courses, palaeontology courses”.
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Another suggested that there should be mentors to help young people deal with peer
group pressure. Perhaps the introduction of a scheme whereby older children try
and help younger children with their problems.

In addition, one group expressed a strong interest in debating better facilities for
shopping. New developments such as the Bull Ring were welcomed not just for their
variety but for job and work experience opportunities in the future.

But many local shopping ‘experiences’ were felt to be blighted by cost, lack of trust
towards children, racism, and insecurity. Improvements desired included more
security, discounts for children, and greater levels of trust towards young people.

3. Local provision —during holidays — is the priority and young people seem
comfortable with provision based at schools

The issue of better facilities was at the heart of many comments from young people —
and these issues varied to a degree from area to area.

In Washwood Heath for example, facilities which young people wanted to see
developed included:
- A new swimming pool in Washwood Heath
A local football academy, possibly with links to BCFC or AVFC.
Pitches available for cricket
Improved maintenance of Ward End Park
The local library upgraded

In Ward End, priorities for improvement included:
New facilities for sport, particularly football.
Stronger links to communities such as exchange visits organised for young
people through schools

In Shard End on the other hand, facilities/ resources young people wanted to see
included:
A new leisure centre
Places where young people can hang out after school and on weekends.
Teachers having full knowledge of what is available to do.
It was suggested that parents who are unable to work should be given extra
resources in the holidays to look after their children

The availability of specifically local facilities emerged as extremely important.
Distance to ‘things to do’ was cited as a problem or a big problem for 76% of people.

In answer to the question ‘How far away would be a reasonable distance to travel?’,
63% of young people said that they would like to see activities organised within a
mile of their homes.

The priority for timing of activities was during school holidays; 86% of young people
said that the time at which an event was staged would cause a problem for them
attending and over two thirds of attendees said that the best time to organise
activities would be in the school holidays.
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WHEN IS THE BEST TIME TO ORGANISE THINGS TO DO?
Percentage Answering (%)

The vast majority however were very comfortable with the idea of things to do being
organised using school assets — although this was not true of a significant minority.
Around a third of attendees would prefer youth service provision to be off site.

HOW COMFORTABLE WOULD YOU BE USING FACILITIES/ SERVICES BASED AT SCHOOLS?
Percentage Answering (%)
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4. More information and dialogue is vital
However, it seems the biggest obstacle of all is communication. 100% of young

people responded to the question saying that it was either a problem, or a big
problem.

HOW BIG A PROBLEM IS LACK OF INFORMATION ABOUT THINGS TO DO?
Percentage answering (%)
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Going forward, the most popular way to keep people informed was through school
councils which received 44%. 67% of attendees thought that the most convenient
way of communicating further events and activities would be to send letters out to the
schools, and that failing that, nearly a quarter of people thought that putting notices
up at school would be effective.

Finally, young people expressed a strong desire for ongoing dialogue as youth
services are developed; 94% of the young people at our conference, who said that
they were only asked for their views a bit, or never; 38% of people thought that it
would be a good idea to develop young peoples’ councils where they live.

GOING FORWARD

HOW OFTEN DO YOU FEEL YOUNG PEOPLE
ARE ASKED THEIR VIEWS?
Percentage Answering (%)

49

WHAT'S THE BEST WAY OF KEEPING YOU
INVOLVED?
Percentage Answering (%)

38

18
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