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�  The purpose of this report is to present the conclusions from the 
Hodge Hill Youth Conferences held at six of the secondary 
schools within the district. 

�  The conferences were organised by Liam Byrne MP, supported 
by his team and the local schools in the area. The emphasis 
was on ascertaining the views of young people in Hodge Hill 
with a view to developing sustained youth provision. Such a 
rationale was underlined with a view to making the Hodge Hill 
district the best place to be a young person in Birmingham by 
2010. 

�  The nature of the research was both qualitative and 
quantitative; informed by a case study approach with a view to 
replication in other parts of the country. 

�  The opinions and views of the young people were outlined in 
focus group consultations and through interactive voting 
technology. 

�  The young people of Hodge Hill were both positive and 
negative about where they live and the provisions available to 
them. Overall, critical views were surfacing in the form of:  

 
o Safety and crime 
o Lack of information and need for more dialogue  
o More provision during school holidays 
o High level of drug dealing 
o Lack of sports facilities 

 
�  This report outlines the findings from the Youth Conferences, 

focusing on the issues highlighted above and looking at new 
ways of developing youth provision. 
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The young people of Hodge Hill like lots of things about where they 
live such as the local shops, parks and open spaces, transportation 
links, the feelings of a strong diverse local community, local libraries 
and Star City.  

�  In Alum Rock young people like the diverse multicultural 
community, local shops which attract visitors both citywide and 
nationwide, speed bumps that have been put in place and local 
internet cafes.  

�  Young people stated that Washwood Heath had many places of 
worship, good transport links to the city centre and beyond, a 
neighbourhood watch scheme, a job centre, speed bumps, 
zebra crossings and that overall the area was safer than Ward 
End and Alum Rock.  
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�  Facilities are very poor 
�  Crime & grime 
�  Young people feel powerless to change things 

 
1.2.1    Facilities are very poor 
 
Many young people in Hodge Hill stated that facilities in the area are 
poor: 38% reported facilities are not very good, 29% said facilities are 
very bad, 27% reported that they were OK. That is two thirds of 
young people who are dissatisfied with the availability of local 
facilities in the ward.  

 
 
1.2.2 Crime and Grime 
Crime and grime seem to be major issues for the young people in 
Hodge Hill. The concerns raised bear resemblance to those spoken 
of by the adult population. The problems cited fell into the six 
categories below.  
 
   1 Environment 

�  litter on roads and pavements 
�  wasteland in Hodge Hill Common 
�  pollution 

How would you rate the availability of facilities 
for things to do in Hodge Hill today?  
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�  no public toilets 
�  work is going on with the River Cole, but the public are not 

kept informed 
�  rats 

 
   2 Anti-Social Behaviour 

�  vandalism 
�  graffiti 
�  gang culture 
�  unsafe streets 
�  violence 
�  damage to personal property 
�  intimidation 

 
   3 Housing 

�  rats 
�  dereliction 

 
   4 Traffic 

�  speeding 
�  joy riding 
�  lack of car parks 
�  poor bus service i.e. late buses 
�  traffic jams / congestion 
�  car theft and burning  

 
   5 Drugs 

�  underage smoking amongst youngsters 
�  illegal drug dealing and drug taking 

 
   6 Racism 

�  some young people reported racism as a concern 
�  lack of respect 

 
Across the district the texture of young peoples’ crime and grime 
issues varied: 
 
�  In Hodge Hill many young people were dissatisfied with local 

parks, their lack of cleanliness and litter.  
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�  In Alum Rock  the main issues raised were lack of rubbish bins, no 
recycling facilities, the state of local parks and bus shelters, and 
the litter on the streets.  

 
�  In Washwood Heath , many of the concerns outlined in Alum Rock 

were shared. 
 
�  Areas such as Ward End  reported the above as well as rubbish 

dumping in Ward End Park and broken glass.  
 
�  In Shard End & Tile Cross young people reported the above, 

though to a lesser degree.  
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1.2.3.    Young people feel powerless to change thi ngs 
 
Finally, young people felt that the system does not give them a voice. 
They felt that their voices, needs, wants and issues are never heard 
despite being voiced through forums such as this youth conference 
and completing endless questionnaires from various organisations. 
Figure 2 depicts this view: 
 

 
 
Young people want a greater say in the issues that affect the 
community they live in. They want improved dialogue and more 
communication with Birmingham City Council and its councillors. 
Young people want to have regular contact with councillors and MPs. 
It was suggested a similar structure to MP’s monthly advice bureaux 
could be set up in schools, where the young would have the 
opportunity to air their views and suggestions. 
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How often do people ask your views?

Never A Bit A Lot
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The second section of this report concentrates on the main findings 
from the youth conferences held throughout the six schools in Hodge 
Hill.  
 
We can draw the following five conclusions about young peoples’ 
priorities for the future: 
 

1. learning new skills is the top priority 
2. facilities for ‘things to do’ need to be improved – including 

facilities for sport, arts, media and drama, IT and hanging out. 
3. crime and grime is a youth issue too; 
4. schools have a key role; and 
5. there is a need for better dialogue and communication.  
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The key question we asked young people was: what is your top 
priority for new services? 
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The results of this question clearly require further research in order to 
unpack their meaning. Notably, the highest response was that 
acquiring new skills was the top priority. This may augur well for the 
development of the 14-19 curriculum in the district – this conclusion 
was reinforced by young peoples’ clear ambition to go away for a 
week to learn new skills. 
 
 

 
 
 
Young people were interested in summer camps. More than 90% of 
the sample said that they felt comfortable (30%) or very comfortable 
(65%) about going away for a week to learn new things to do.  
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Young people prioritised hanging out, swimming and outdoor football 
as their main priorities for better facilities. They wanted to have better 
support, organised activities and clubs for learning new skills with 
22% of our sample in support of this. Interestingly 10% made 
volunteering their top priority. 
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When young people were asked about which organised activities out 
of school they most enjoy, the most popular choices were: outdoor 
football, hanging out swimming and dance. 
 

What organised activities out of school do you 
most enjoy?
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2.2.1 Arts, Media & Drama 
 
Young people felt extremely dissatisfied with the provision of arts, 
media and drama in Hodge Hill. They reported that there were hardly 
any music workshops, dance clubs, drama groups or art classes in 
the area. Young people felt that – with the appropriate resources in 
place such as an arts centre, dance classes, productions, school trips 
to theatres, performing workshops and art galleries – such an area 
allows self expression, builds confidence, encourages team working 
and interpersonal skills and above all is a fun way to learn. Four main 
priorities for action were listed: 
 

1. An arts centre which offers three areas: music, art and drama 
2. A radio station run by young people 
3. Auditions in schools for young people to show their artistic 

talents 
4. Greater options as to which artistic activities are available 

 
 
2.2.2 Sport 
 
Young people expressed a large degree of interest in sports. They 
felt that sport is relatively inexpensive, builds team working skills and 
helps you stay healthy and keep fit. Currently young people feel that 
the facilities in the area are poor and that this is a major problem for 
them – as stated by 68% of young people.  
 
The young people prioritised outdoor football. They would like to see 
better facilities in terms of parks and outdoor football pitches where 
they feel safe.  
 
Swimming was also very popular. It was felt that existing swimming 
pools are unclean and not easily accessible in terms of location. A 
new leisure complex housing a range of sports as well as a swimming 
pool would be welcomed.  
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2.2.3 IT / computers  
 
Information Technology appealed to many of the young people as 
providing the gateway to: 

�  new interests 
�  aiding homework  
�  assisting with research  
�  providing communication channels such as e-mail 

 
However, negative problems associated with IT included:  

�  a lack of facilities in the area 
�  software at schools is dated 
�  I.T. facilities in some schools are restricted to once a week 

lessons 
 
Our study outlined the need for facilities such as cyber cafes but cost 
presented a major issue. 
 
More than half of our sample felt comfortable (40%) or very 
comfortable (15%) with activities being based at school.  Young 
people felt that the use of IT equipment in schools would eliminate 
the cost barrier that many were facing as well as tackle safety issues 
in the locality. 
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Associated priorities for change are: 
 

1. Better facilities at schools, i.e. new computers 
2. Schools open earlier and later and during holidays 
3. More I.T lessons 
4. Internet access at a subsidised rate for pupils 
 

 
2.2.4 Hanging Out  
 
Young people expressed a great deal of interest in ‘hanging out’ 
which we defined as socializing and shopping. The table below 
indicates the good and bad points about each.  
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�  Shopping centres 
�  lots of shops i.e. Alum Rock  
�  shops have good opening 

hours 
�  lots of takeaways 
�  quality products 
�  Alum Rock brings a lot of 

people 

�  Meeting new people  
�  new friendships 
�  feeling good about yourself 
�  Naseby Centre sports club 

parks 
�  hanging out 
�  frequent buses to city centre 
�  cinemas e.g. Odeon 

Showcase 

�	��
�����"  

�  lack of money 
�  safety 
�  not enough shops for young 

people 
�  problems with buses                      

�  no youth clubs 
�  lack of money 
�  bad influence 
�  young pregnancies 
�  not enough places to 

socialize 
�  drugs, smoking, drinking,  
�  graffiti 
�  not safe to go to the park at 

night 
�  rivalry within own community, 
�  gangster generation 
�  false friends: use and abuse 
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Young people stated the following as priorities for change for 
shopping and socialising: 

�  youth clubs with safety 
�  integration 
�  mentors 
�  more say in decisions 
�  more kids play areas like ‘Billy Bubbles’ 
�  a need for park wardens 
�  clean the park more often 
�  more activities 
�  more sports shops 
�  supervised outings 
�  summer camps 
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Our research confirmed that crime and grime are youth issues too.  
Young people were very clear about their priorities for the future. 
 
In Hodge Hill the following recommendations for change were put 
forward:  

�  more CCTV cameras 
�  more speed bumps 
�  preserve greenland 
�  more recycling facilities 
�  cleaner streets 
�  more street lighting 
�  young offenders to clean graffiti 
�  police to punish offenders more i.e. fines 
�  utilise unused space i.e. replace wasteland with car parks 
�  build a multipurpose centre: sport, arts, swimming 
�  bus shelters and phone boxes to have plastic walls 

 
In Alum Rock  the following priorities were listed: 

�  safety issues 
�  more CCTV cameras 
�  more police / greater police integration 
�  cleaner areas 
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�  more road sweepers 
�  more bins 
�  maintenance of the parks 
�  promoting greater respect 

 
In Washwood Heath the following was recorded:  

�  create a drug free zone 
�  more CCTV cameras 
�  more Police 
�  more community events 
�  IT café 
�  more play areas 
�  more places where graffiti can be enjoyed by artists 
�  change tennis courts into basketball / netball courts and build a 

leisure centre. 
 
In Ward End priorities for change in terms of sports include:  

�  a leisure centre or sports club 
�  youth clubs 
�  safer parks 
�  basketball and football pitches 

 
In terms of the area as a whole, priorities were to: 

�  clean the area, i.e. more bins for litter and get rid of rats 
�  introduce cycle lanes 
�  have lamp posts with flowers 
�  stop shops using the pavement to display goods 

 
The chief concerns in Shard End / Tile Cross were: 

�  anti-social behavior 
�  gangs 
�  drugs 
�  graffiti 

 
The area was felt to be unsafe as sightings of drug addicts are 
commonplace. Drug dealing in the locality was a problem as were 
used syringes and condoms that are left lying around. It was also 
reported that there is a lack of NHS facilities.  
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The table below summarises the problems young people highlighted 
about each area.  
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Across the constituency, much of Hodge Hill’s public service asset 
base is managed by schools. As such, we wanted to understand 
young peoples’ comfort level with using facilities based on school 
premises. Our research found that young people would like schools 
to have a greater role in organising activities, in the provision of 
facilities such as IT and sports and in offering extra support from 
teaching staff. 
 
Our research showed that young people felt both comfortable and 
safe within the school environment, being familiar with the teaching 
staff. This is opposed to the negative issues of crime, anti-social 
behaviour and gang culture that they associated with their locality. 
 
Just over half of our sample felt either comfortable (15%) or very 
comfortable (40%) with facilities based at schools. However, a 
significant minority were not (45%). 
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Young people felt particularly disengaged and disaffected. They felt 
that their voices, needs, wants and issues are never heard despite 
being voiced through forums such as this youth conference and 
endless questionnaires from various organisations. 
  
Lack of information about key events was viewed as an issue – over 
65% of our sample identified it as a big problem. 
 
Young people raised the point that they are never contacted by 
individual Councillors, the Council, or Members of Parliament. They 
cited a desire for future improvement in such communication. There 
was a mixed picture as to how they wish to be contacted – the 
leaning was for this to happen via school councils (40%).  
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